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www.richmondartsociety.com

Exhibition Programme
Summer Exhibition
The Landmark Arts Centre, Ferry Rd, Teddington TW11 9NN

Winter Exhibition
RHACC Richmond & Highcroft Adult Community College, 

Parkshot, Richmond, TW9 2RE

For further information please see our website:

www.richmondartsociety.com

Richmond Art Society Team
RAS President
John Iddon

Committee Members
The RAS Committee can be up to 14 members, all unpaid

volunteers. They are responsible for the management of

the Society, including the organisation of exhibitions and

lectures, finance and recruitment.

The Society is always looking for Members to join 

the Committee or to help out on an ad hoc basis. 

If you are interested contact the Secretary: 

richmondartsociety@hotmail.co.uk

The current Committee and their roles are:

Chair (& Website)
Peter Swann

Deputy Chair 
(& Newsletter Editor)
Sue Ribbans

Secretary
tbd

Treasurer
Nilda Ginn

New Member 
Co-ordinator
John Brigden

Publicity
Laura Parker

Non Committee Helpers: Diana Lawson & Cath Alderson

Lecture Programme 2019-20
Lectures start at 8pm on a Wednesday evening in the lecture

room of the library building at The American International 

University, Queens Rd, Richmond TW10 6JP and are free to

members (£5 per lecture for members’ guests). 

Please note that the AGM followed by a lecture starts at 7pm.

The University kindly lets us use the lecture room at no cost

and so there is always the possibility that the lecture room

may be needed at short notice by the University. If so 

members will be advised by email and the website

www.richmondartsociety.com will show the latest position.

Richmond Art Society
Richmond Art Society, through its lecture programme and 

exhibitions, brings together those living in the neighbourhood

of Richmond who are interested in the visual arts.

Joining Us
The Society’s year starts on 1 April and annual subscriptions

become due on that date, but you can join at any time of

the year. Download an application form from our website.

Exhibiting and Non-Exhibiting Members
All members may attend lectures and other activities, but if

members wish to exhibit at our exhibitions they must first 

go through a selection process which takes place twice a 

year in June and October. Upcoming selection dates will be 

announced on the RAS website.

Membership fee is currently £25. 25
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Hotel

Richmond Gate 
Hotel

Entrance to 
The American 
International University
Queens Road
Richmond TW10 6JP 

Parking

Library Building 
where the
RAS Art Lectures 
are held in the 
Lower Ground Floor 
Lecture Room
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Exhibition Organisers
Caroline Sayer
Rue Turner

Lecture Programme
Organisation
Jude Wild

Graphic Design
Richard Tomlin

Features & Promotions
Natalyia Zozulya

Social Media
Cat Sweet

Social Secretary
Paul Douglas

RAS Vice President
Jim Woodman
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18th September -– Contemporary Painting
For all the repeated claims of its death over the last 200 years, painting

has arguably never been more vibrant and vital than it is today. 

This lecture surveys the range of styles, media and approaches that

characterise contemporary painting as it is practised across the world.

Contemporary painters have returned to earlier moments in the history

of the medium and by doing so have revitalised and regenerated it.

There's something about painting that 

allows it to retain its historical position 

as a medium in spite of the wildly 

diverse approaches to art-making made 

possible by new technologies.

Lecturer: Ben Street

6th November – William Blake
A visionary and mystic who reported seeing

Satan on the stairs and angels roosting in 

an oak tree on Peckham Rye, William Blake 

went his independent way regardless of 

the conventions and strictures of the newly 

formed Royal Academy. His insistence on 

exploring the morality of everyday life, and 

his criticism of materialism and what he 

saw as the arid rationalism of commerce 

and the pursuit of profit, still speaks to 21st century concerns.  

Coinciding with Tate Britain’s William Blake exhibition, this lecture

will look at the continuing appeal of his creative expression.

Lecturer: Jessica Saraga

11th December -– The Turner Prize explained
Established in 1984 and causing 
controversy almost every year 
since then, the Turner Prize is 
regarded by many as a great 
showcase for British avant-
garde art, and by others as 
conceptualist rubbish. This 
lecture looks at great winners 
(and losers) from the past and 
clarifies the ideas behind the 
annual competition.
Lecturer: Frank Woodgate

12th February – Raphael: 
Genius of The Renaissance in Rome
It is 500 years since Raphael died in Rome on Good Friday aged

only 37. The Pope, his most prestigious patron, was devastated

and earth tremors were felt around 

the city.  This lecture looks at his short 

but astonishing career as painter, 

architect, administrator and superb 

draughtsman and considers his lasting 

influence on subsequent artists.

Lecturer: Jo Walton

16th October – Gauguin
Lucrezia Walker will discuss the first ever 

exhibition devoted to the portraits of Paul

Gauguin (National Gallery 7 Oct - 26 Jan).

Famous as the friend of van Gogh during an

intensely psychotic phase, Gauguin gained

notoriety as the quintessential artist-hero

after leaving Europe forever to seek a new

life in the South Seas where he lived in

poverty and painted with freedom. The

drama of his private life made him the stuff

of legend while his powerful use of bold

colour was a huge influence on significant

artists of the 20th Century.

Lecturer: Lucrezia Walker

Lecture Programme 2020
22nd January – Dame Laura Knight
In 1936 Dame Laura Knight became the first woman to be

elected as a full member of the Royal Academy in London.

In her extraordinary career she painted landscapes, portraits,

seascapes and scenes from the circus, the ballet and the

theatre. This lecture provides an overview of her fascinating

career and some of her remarkable achievements.

Lecturer: Rosalind Whyte

27th November – Art of the
River – Through artists’ eyes
The River Thames has inspired artists for
over three hundred years and continues
to do so today. This talk includes a selec-
tion of artists from the historical to the
contemporary and gives their fascinating
views of the river and interpretations of
its eventful history.
Lecturer: Alexandra Epps

8th April - 7pm AGM and at 8pm lecture
Vincent van Gogh

Please note that 

this evening will 

start at 7pm for 

our AGM which 

will be followed

by the lecture

‘Vincent van Gogh’.

This talk will look at Van Gogh’s work in the light of 

recent exhibitions – on the influence of Britain, his 

letters, and David Hockney’s responses. Mainly it will

consider how the stresses of his life produced great art.

Lecturer: John Iddon

25th March – Art of the Still-Life
From humble origins as the lowest of the genres, still-life 

became the subject of some of the most beautiful, exciting, 

innovative and astonishing works in the history of art.

Lecturer: Valerie Woodgate

4th March – 250 years of the Royal Academy
Famous for its annual open Summer Exhibition, held every

year without exception since 1769, the Royal Academy has

been a pillar of British art and art education for over 250

years. This talk deals with the history of the institution and

the art of the Royal Academicians, some considered brilliant,

others more controversial. 

Lecturer: Ian Swankie


